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Abstract. As we know, the term “concept” can be rendered and defined differently. The key 

option is that humans’ process of thinking can not be held without concepts, they even can be 

created at the moment of mental activity. The question on its essence arises many discussions in 

philology and language learning, thus there is a great number of scientific views concerning 

these thoughts. The predominant one is considerate as a splash of culture and a person’s mind-

set. It helps us to see the world within authors eyes and create new similar phenomena in our 

mind or to share our impressions and experience with others. Besides all the theories and a 

great variety of its rendering it is still one of the main structural units of the language. 
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The language has its functions in different 

fields, such as cultural, religious, ideological, 

scientific, artistic, secondary reality. This 

phenomenon is called a "concept". 

The term “concept” is considerate to be 

one of the main and basic definitions of the 

cognitive cycle in linguistics. Up to the pre-

sent moment there are many research, devot-

ed to the defining the notion “concept” as a 

basic term of cognitive linguistics. Among all 

of the scientific works researching the notion 

“concept” the most famous are done by 

J. Lakoff, R.I. Pavilenis, Yu.S. Stepanova, 

E.S. Kubryakova, N.D. Harutyunova, 

I.A. Sternin, Z.D. Popova, N.N. Boldyreva, 

V.I. Karasika, V.A. Pishchalnikova, 

V.V.Krasnyx, V.A. Maslova and many oth-

ers. 

This term is not completely definite in lin-

guistics. Its boundaries are quite large. The 

term “concept” came into linguistics from 

philosophy and logics and is compared to the 

terms “general notion” and “universalia,” The 

change in in its meaning is highly depended 

on the outlook of the scientists using it in 

their speech. Nowadays many scientist share 

the opinion that concepts arise when there is 

information about objects and its qualities. 

Concept understanding is not certain, be-

cause it may be rendered in its narrow or ex-

tended meaning.  Beyond the shadow of a 

doubt, the concept is related to our con-

sciousness. The difference between the terms 

“concept” and “notion” is that concept has got 

feeling-, will-, stylistic- meanings, while the 

“notion” has got only classification and de-

scriptive meanings. The descriptive part is 

represented by auditory, tactile, taste charac-

teristics of objects, phenomena, events exist-

ing in our memory. The notional part is about 

rooting and fixing the concept in the lan-

guage, its definition, description, comparison 

with other concepts that exist. The interpreta-

tional component is characterized by the im-

portance of this mental formation not only for 

a particular individual, but also for the entire 

language group [1]. 

In modern linguistics, there are the follow-

ing approaches to interpreting the term "con-

cept": 

1) linguistic (S.O. Askoldov, D.S. Likha-

chev, V.V. Kolesov, V.M. Telia): as far as the 

concept exists for each definition in the edic-

tionary, it should be considered as an algebra-

ic expression of the meaning. In general, the 

followers of this approach understand the 

concept as the full potential of the meaning of 

the word along with its connotative element; 

2) cognitive (Z.D. Popov, I.A. Sternin, 

O.S. Kubryakova): concept is a mental phe-

nomenon. Representatives of the cognitive 

approach classify the concept as mental phe-

nomena and consider it as the operational 
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component of a unit of memory, a mental lex-

icon; 

3) Cultural (Yu.S. Stepanov, G.G. Audi-

ovkin): all culture is understood as a combi-

nation of concepts and relations between 

them. The concept is the main mediator of 

culture in the mental world of humans. Scien-

tists, following this approach are convinced 

that when studying the concept, it is worth 

paying attention to the cultural information 

that it transmits. The concept is here defined 

as the basic unit of culture [2]. 

There are many interpretations of the term 

"concept." Sometimes there is a significant 

difference between them, some of them are 

very narrowed (Yu.S. Stepanov, D.S. Likha-

chev, V.I. Karasik), others are more extensive 

(S.G. Vorkachev, S.A. Askolodov). The most 

complete definition, in our opinion, is the 

wording of S.G. Vorkachev, who believes 

that the concept is a term combining lexico-

graphic and encyclopedic information, "ap-

proximate" and "distant" meanings of the 

word, knowledge of the world and the sub-

ject, which they are learning [3]. 

S.G. Vorkachev considers the concept 

from different points of view: the concept is 

also a mean, that helps a person to study the 

world; it is based on both experience and en-

cyclopedic information, something average, 

obtained by the process of cognition, a single 

quintessential word. 

If we talk about the nature of the concept, 

then according to V.I. Karasik, the concept 

arises as a result of the interaction of experi-

ence, selection based on the criterion of value 

and the mechanism of memorization [1]. Ac-

cording to the point of view of 

Yu.S. Stepanov, the concept arises when a 

culture and an individual collide, which indi-

cates that this definition is the narrowest 

among all mentioned, thus the author gives a 

linguoculturological justification to the con-

cept [4]. 

D.S. Likhachev, interpreting the concept as 

"replacing the meaning of a word in the mind 

of an individual and in a certain context," par-

ticularly emphasizes its individual orientation 

as a way of understanding the surrounding 

world, without paying attention to the social 

component of this concept [5]. 

Thus, at the present stage, it is impossible 

to distinguish a common opinion in linguis-

tics regarding the term "concept" and its po-

tential to characterize the world around it. 

Regardless of concept types, they are all 

structural elements of a particular language. 

Despite all the variability of its interpreta-

tions, it is a scientific construct, a model, 

helping to determine the model and plan of 

the study, its boundaries, etc. 
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Аннотация. Как известно, термин «концепт» может быть визуализирован и опреде-

лен по-разному. Ключевой значение заключается в том, что процесс мышления человека 

не может быть проведен без концептов, они даже могут быть созданы в момент ум-

ственной деятельности. Вопрос о его сути возникает много дискуссий в филологии и изу-

чении языка, таким образом, существует большое количество научных взглядов на эти 

мысли. Преобладающим мнением является точка зрения, что концепт образуется на 

стыке культуры и мышления человека. Это помогает нам видеть мир глазами авторов и 

создавать новые подобные явления в нашем сознании или делиться своими впечатлениями 

и опытом с другими. Несмотря на различные теории и трактования, данный термин по-

прежнему представляет собой одну из основных структурных единиц языка. 
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