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Аннотация. Отсутствие образования критически влияет на сотни миллионов детей 

во всем мире, которые становятся подростками, не обладая базовыми жизненными 

навыками. В результате им сложно не только построить успешную карьеру или дать 

образование своим детям, но даже читать инструкции врачей, разбираться в докумен-

тах, совершать покупки и другие повседневные операции. Также не обязательно, чтобы 

только страны с высоким уровнем дохода могли демонстрировать высокий уровень обра-

зования. В настоящее время страны с более низкими доходами также демонстрируют 

положительные результаты, заинтересованы в повышении качества образования и раз-

рабатывают новые стратегии. В данной исследовательской работе описываются ос-

новные аспекты кризиса в образовании, а также приводится выигрышная стратегия, с 

помощью которой страны могут преодолеть этот кризис. Стратегия представляет 

собой движение в трех направлениях: компетентная, справедливая и регулярная оценка 

обучения - важный первый шаг; выполнение этой оценки при одновременном обеспечении 

доступности образования для всех детей - следующая серьезная задача; и, наконец, важ-

ны согласованные действия всех участников системы образования. В этом исследовании 

приводятся яркие примеры образовательной деятельности в странах с разным уровнем 

доходов. 

Ключевые слова: проблемы образования, кризис обучения, разработка стратегии об-

разования. 

 

Introduction 

First of all, it should be noted that the cri-

sis in education leads to a number of social 

problems. An increase in the level of educa-

tion, involvement of society, leads to the 

health of the nation, solves the problem of 

poverty among people, and yields employ-

ment for the population. Education is a source 

of innovation, while being an innovation in 

itself. Countries that recognize the value of 

learning and are serious about increasing edu-

cational attainment at varying rates of suc-

cess. Not all results are positive in practice, 

some actions related to the peculiarities of 

individual education systems and aimed at 

solving crisis aspects ultimately contradict 

learning in general. Conversely, the right de-

cisions of stakeholders in individual countries 

help to achieve the set goals several times 

faster than it was achieved by other countries 

[3]. 

The main goal of this research paper is 

identifying the main aspects of the learning 

crisis and defining a strategy for improving 

the level of education in the world. 

Object of the research is world education 

system 

Subject is country practices to overcome 

the learning crisis 

Hypothesis: the growth of the educational 

level of students does not always depend on 

the level of the country's income, even in de-

veloping countries it is possible to make a 

breakthrough in education with the right 

strategy. These countries can improve by ad-

vancing on three fronts: 

• fair, competent and regular assessment of 

education; 

• reasoned actions based on the received 

assessment; 

• uniting by common tasks and coordinat-

ing persons involved in the educational sys-

tem. 

To assess the performance of the education 

system, it is necessary to have a high-quality 

assessment of students. Based on the results 
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obtained, existing shortcomings are identi-

fied, decisions are made and progress as a 

whole is assessed. Reasoned action based on 

the assessment obtained should lead to the 

fact that learning in schools is accessible to 

all. Thanks to educational innovations, now 

the data and experience of different countries 

have become available for analysis and use, 

thus it becomes possible to evaluate certain 

practices based on the experience of other 

countries, apply them, and determine priori-

ties. The unification of persons acting in the 

education system, the coordination of their 

actions should lead to the destruction of tech-

nical and political barriers. A clear under-

standing of the problems, mobilization and 

support of all those involved in the training is 

needed. 

One example of how much progress can be 

made in learning is the Republic of Korea, 

which has made improving learning a priori-

ty. In the early 1950s, the country experi-

enced a serious social and moral crisis associ-

ated with war activities. At that time, the lit-

eracy rate of the population was very low. 

Having made the task of improving the level 

of education a priority, by the mid-1990s, 

secondary education reached a very high level 

of quality. Today, the international assess-

ment of young people's knowledge is one of 

the best in the world. Another example is Vi-

etnam, a country with a lower-than-average 

income: in 2012, the Programme for Interna-

tional Student Assessment (PISA) published 

data that 15-year-olds in Vietnam achieved 

the same results as Germany, despite the dif-

ference in income. In Peru, political synergy 

resulted in the fastest growth from 2009 to 

2015. Malaysia and Tanzania, Liberia, Papua 

New Guinea and Tonga are making good 

progress with targeted efforts to improve edu-

cation. 

Before discussing the strategy for improv-

ing the level of education, it is necessary to 

identify the aspects that lead to the crisis in 

education, which will be considered in the 

first part of the research results. Further, the 

directions will be described step by step in 

accordance with the above hypothesis, identi-

fying the factors affecting progress [4]. 

Findings 

Three aspects of the learning crisis 

1. Poor learning outcomes: low levels, 

high inequality, slow progress 

The problem with the education system in 

many countries is that children learn little. 

The consequence of the fact that they do not 

attend school for various reasons, or rarely 

attend, or the quality of education is very low, 

is that these children lack basic knowledge of 

reading, writing, and counting. 

The Progress in International Reading Lit-

eracy Studies (PIRLS) and Trends in Interna-

tional Mathematics and Science Studies 

(TIMSS) scores show that the average student 

in low-income developing countries is per-

forming below 95 percent of students in high-

income countries. Also, the performance of 

the best students in middle-income countries 

is rated lower than in high-income countries. 

Thus, due to the crisis in education, social in-

equality arises, not all young people have 

support in obtaining a decent education [2]. 

2. Schools don't learn 

The main difficulties of the education sys-

tem endure due to the fact that one or more 

key components of learning at the school lev-

el are missing: ready learners, effective teach-

ing, teaching materials, skilled management, 

and administration that combine them [1] 

(Figure 1). 
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Figure 1. Four immediate factors that break down learning (Source: WDR 2018) 

 

First, there is the problem of school at-

tendance and preparedness for children. This 

happens for various reasons, such as the lack 

of financial ability of parents, an unfavorable 

family environment, illness, malnutrition, etc. 

Second, the problem is teacher effective-

ness. In this case, there is often a lack of skills 

or motivation. Teachers are the most im-

portant factor influencing the effectiveness of 

teaching in educational institutions. Statistics 

show that in the United States, having good 

accountants allows students to advance 1.5 or 

more steps in one academic year; if the teach-

er is not effective, this indicator drops to 0.5 

points. Since the problem of the education 

crisis is most pronounced in developing coun-

tries, having effective teachers is even more 

important than in rich countries. In the case of 

teachers, it should be noted that this is primar-

ily due to existing education systems that do 

not support learning and undermine them. 

Third, the problem of lack of educational 

materials, which are often critical and even if 

available, may not reach classrooms. In some 

countries, there is a sharp spike in school at-

tendance by students, resulting in a lack of 

resources. 

Fourth, learning efficiency often suffers 

from poor governance, whose task, albeit in-

directly, but indirectly, is to improve the level 

of education in schools. To be effective, lead-

ers must solve problems, provide advice, pri-

oritize learning, and allocate resources effec-

tively [1]. 

3. Systems are failing schools 

Among the factors that negatively affect 

education is the lack of interconnection be-

tween all education systems. To improve the 

performance of the system as a whole, some 

must be interconnected. Political forces and 

technical difficulties can also negatively af-

fect the education system. All parts of the ed-

ucation system should have learning as their 

goal, without being complex and limited 

management potential. 

When improving the education system and 

learning becomes a priority and goal, it is 

necessary to carefully design an assessment 

system that must be reliable and regular. 

These indicators are the main indicator of 

how effective the measures are. 

Prospects for the introduction of educa-

tion 

In order to succeed in improving the edu-

cation and training of students, serious work 

must be done with a wide coverage of the 

field of action. We summarize this idea as 

"everything for learning". This section pro-

vides a strategy with three complementary 

directions: 

• fair, competent and regular assessment of 

education; 

• reasoned actions based on the received 

assessment; 

• uniting by common tasks and coordinat-

ing persons involved in the educational sys-

tem. 

These three components are related to each 

other. Acceptance of education assessment 

indicators without a reliable strategy for 

achieving the goal leads to frustration, just as 

it seems senseless to introduce innovations 

without thorough assessment and support of 

all participants at the system level. But the 

implementation of all three components of 

this strategy can make a significant differ-

ence. 
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Therefore, the potential benefits are of 

great importance. When developmental think-

ing is embedded in the minds of children, this 

means they can realize their enormous educa-

tional potential. Educational institutions also 

have the ability to recognize and overcome 

barriers to learning progress [1]. 

Fair, competent and regular assessment 

of education 

What is being measured is under control. 

The lack of measurements makes it difficult 

to understand things, and it is not possible to 

understand what actions affect them. Evalua-

tion leads to an understanding of the state of 

things, provides concentration and is a stimu-

lus for action. The main challenge is to find 

the right measures to achieve the right goals 

and implement them. 

Measurement illuminates learning 

To improve system-wide learning and to 

track the impact of specific programs and pol-

icies, reliable measurement methods are 

needed. Having such information (for exam-

ple, information on student performance) 

helps policymakers take the right action and 

manage a complex system. 

As mentioned above, a learning crisis is a 

major social and economic problem that leads 

to social inequality in society. Measuring 

learning can improve the situation, increase 

equity, by identifying hidden factors. In many 

education systems, information about primary 

and secondary schools is very fragmented, as, 

for example, this system works with children 

from disadvantaged families is also a hidden 

factor. 

Measuring learning in education systems 

should track progress towards whatever goal 

they set for themselves and the learners, not 

just to improve learning. Education systems 

must identify critical factors affecting learn-

ing, such as student achievement, teacher per-

formance, quality of school management, and 

funding levels. However, for the remaining 

education systems, the learning indicator is 

the main one. 

The emphasis on tests for assessing the 

level of education, the excessive load causes a 

lot of discussion. Behavior has been tested 

and shaped in the United States for two dec-

ades, with mixed results. For example, some 

teachers focus exclusively on students' skills 

in taking tests, rather than on unverified sub-

jects. And some schools send less-talented 

students to special education that exempts 

them from testing. In this way, schools ensure 

that only more successful students will be 

tested. 

Also, one cannot fail to note the problem 

of systematic machinations at the district lev-

el. 

In many education systems, there is a 

problem of lack of attention to learning. 

Many countries still do not collect infor-

mation on basic reading and math skills. This 

fact was identified by the United Nations in 

assessing the ability of countries to track pro-

gress towards the Sustainable Development 

Goals. The sample consisted of 121 countries, 

one third of which lacked data on reading and 

math skills among primary school graduates. 

There is also a lack of information on gradua-

tion from junior high school. And those coun-

tries that have this data often do not monitor it 

systematically. Thus, the lack of accurate 

measurement is a problem for achieving goals 

to improve the level of education, since with-

out an assessment, it is impossible to formu-

late a goal and make the right decisions to 

achieve success [2]. 

Using a range of indicators to achieve one 

ultimate goal 

Different learning indicators serve differ-

ent purposes. There is a daily assessment 

(formal or informal) by teachers of students, 

even in poorly equipped and poorly managed 

schools. However, the educational system re-

quires different types of assessment to im-

prove teaching. The correct use of indicators 

allows all those interested in education to 

identify the correct approaches to training, 

programs, and establish the necessary poli-

cies. Formation of the correct assessment of 

teachers allows us to adapt teaching to the 

needs of students, which in its own way gives 

students new opportunities. Singapore is an 

example of how screening tests can be suc-

cessfully implemented by identifying lagging 

students and then providing them with com-

prehensive support. Assessment of learning at 

the system level is an assessment at the na-

tional and regional level and cannot be carried 

out by teachers. Certain groups of the popula-

tion are assessed to understand in which pro-
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grams the students were stronger or weaker, 

which grappa of the population lag behind the 

average level, and which factors are associat-

ed with the results obtained. 

Because there is no effective way to ag-

gregate the results of teacher assessment at 

the classroom level at the systemic level, sys-

tems must assess representative samples of 

students by country or region. 

International evaluations contain infor-

mation that can be used to improve the sys-

tem. These assessments include PISA, TIMSS 

and PIRLS. They enable analysis of countries' 

performance and provide control over infor-

mation derived from national estimates. The 

International Assessment is a powerful tool 

because at the moment countries are focused 

on national productivity and competitiveness, 

aiming at increasing human capital. 

Measurement can be hard 

As mentioned above, barriers to better 

measurement, and therefore improvement of 

the quality of education, can be technical and 

political. Teachers sometimes lack prepara-

tion for effective assessment of higher-order 

skills. On the other hand, at the systemic lev-

el, there are also difficulties in reliable as-

sessment by ministries of education. Political 

factors often influence the reliability of the 

assessment. However, the main principle 

which should be noted is that the measure-

ment should be done carefully and fairly, and 

should not be falsified, since subsequently the 

measurements and assessments support the 

educational goals. 

Education includes more than just student 

literacy, numeracy and thinking skills. Teach-

ers strive to develop other cognitive and so-

cio-emotional skills in students, such as per-

severance, teamwork, as these are the skills 

that may affect the future success of students 

[4]. 

  

Reasoned actions based on the received 

assessment 

Measuring and identifying problems does 

not provide clear guidelines on how to solve 

these problems. At this point, there is a lot of 

experience in improving the level of educa-

tion and teaching. 

Cognitive neuroscience helps to under-

stand how children learn. It has undergone 

significant changes in recent years and has 

shown the development of the child's brain in 

the first years of life is important. As a conse-

quence of this discovery, educational systems 

around the world have been updated, new 

methods in teaching have been introduced, 

and new technologies have been introduced to 

improve learning. Additional measures have 

led to a significant increase in the number of 

systematic assessments of how these 

measures affect learning [3]. 

The effective interventions adopted result-

ed in learning success, higher earnings and 

poverty reduction. The learning crisis is diffi-

cult enough to overcome, but the right path 

has been chosen. 

It should also be noted that there are no 

global solutions in education. Successful edu-

cational programs in one country may simply 

not be possible in another country or region. 

Therefore, it is necessary to improve learning 

within a specific environment. 

To get the most out of your data, it's im-

portant to keep the following four points in 

mind: 

First, the principles and mechanisms of 

how and why certain programs work are more 

important than the individual results of each 

study. These principles are the basis for de-

veloping approaches to solving problems in 

the education system. 

Second, the difference between which ap-

proaches and methods can be effective and 

practical actions can serve as a starting line 

for future actions. A deep understanding of 

the gaps helps to close them. Based on a vi-

sion of gaps, policies are developed and inno-

vations are introduced into the learning pro-

cess. 

Third, evidence is most often accumulated 

where it is easier to obtain, and not where it is 

currently important to take action to improve 

the situation in education. Therefore, the poli-

cy and approaches to solving problems in ed-

ucation may be chosen incorrectly. 

Fourthly, many of the results of successful 

decisions and actions are the results of deci-

sions made by different participants in the 

system, those responses to the actual and ex-

pected choices of other participants. Thus, the 

fundamental principle emphasizes that the 

problem is not solved by a single decision-
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maker who can even increase the quantity and 

quality of resources [2]. 

Uniting by common tasks and coordi-

nating persons involved in the educational 

system 

Measures that have proven to be effective 

on a pilot scale can be expanded to hundreds 

of other schools. This is the concept of scal-

ing. This approach is not always successful, 

as there are various factors (e.g. political) or 

constraints, because the key players are peo-

ple acting according to their beliefs. These 

complexities can destroy a really well-

designed system. For example, in Indonesia, 

the government decided to increase the num-

ber of teachers by almost doubling the sala-

ries of certified teachers. As a result, the certi-

fication process was facilitated, with the re-

sult that the number of untrained teachers in-

creased and the budgetary costs of salaries 

were high. For school interventions to be tru-

ly effective, technical and political barriers to 

change at the system level need to be over-

come [1]. 

To improve the learning system, stake-

holders can use the following tools: 

• Information and indicators. They stimu-

late reform, and are indicators of whether the 

reform is aimed at improving equity in educa-

tion. Information and indicators can improve 

the system in terms of political and technical 

coherence. 

• Coalitions and incentives. With good in-

formation, support is needed to prioritize 

training. Such coalitions and incentives to 

support learning development need to be cre-

ated at the government level, as often the 

problem is politics and politics must be part 

of the solution. 

• Innovation and agility. Determining 

which methods and approaches work in a giv-

en context requires innovation and adaptation. 

With the support and implementation of 

these instruments at the government level, 

their effectiveness increases. Not all infor-

mation and metrics are actually true, they can 

be misleading or politically unacceptable, so 

deliberate use of this is necessary. Even if the 

indicators are reliable, they may be politically 

unstable, show too many problems, thereby 

lowering expectations and negatively impact-

ing the achievement of the goal of improving 

the education system. To solve this problem, 

it is necessary to focus on progress over time, 

and not on the level of learning, which may 

be low. 

A consistent and gradual approach to re-

form is more promising than direct conformi-

ty. When participants united by one goal start 

working together, show trust, the chances of 

successful reform are increased [1]. 

Establishing strong partnerships between 

communities and schools is a support for re-

form. 

Even if there is a lack of government in-

centives for reform, local action can replace 

them. In the example of South Africa, where 

the political and economic environment is not 

conducive to improving the level of educa-

tion, the close partnership between schools 

and parents of students has a positive impact 

on the education of children. 

Conclusion 

Thus, if countries truly recognize the im-

portance of learning and prioritize raising the 

level of their education systems, they can ful-

ly realize these development prospects. Edu-

cation is one of the most important factors in 

achieving social equality and solves many 

social problems. Adequate education is a fun-

damental human right. For individuals and 

families, education improves social status, 

economic opportunities, health, and the abil-

ity to make effective decisions. Also, coun-

tries increase human capital, become more 

productive and competitive. Education for 

society as a whole increases economic oppor-

tunities, the functioning of institutions is be-

ing optimized. However, the data also sug-

gests that the quality of education and skills 

acquired are much more important for stu-

dents than the number of years spent in 

school. The economies of countries with 

higher levels of education and qualifications 

are growing faster than countries where edu-

cation is limited to secondary school. 

As stated in the research paper, there are 

technical and policy challenges in determin-

ing what contributes to improving student 

learning in schools. These problems are often 

difficult to solve. Many countries are in no 

hurry to start tackling these problems, as they 

involve a truly global effort. In this case, the 

strategy of waiting for a better development 
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of events (families will get out of poverty, 

better conditions will be organized in schools 

and the appearance of better trained teachers, 

etc.) is not a winning strategy. There is cer-

tainly a link between national income and the 

level of education, but also high incomes do 

not always lead to better learning outcomes. 

What really contributes to development is the 

ability of countries to deal with political dead 

ends and educational governance problems. 

Regardless of income level, there are coun-

tries that show excellent international ratings, 

and the main factor in achieving these results 

is a commitment to improving the education 

system.  
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Abstract. Lack of education critically affects the hundreds of millions of children around the 

world who become adolescents without basic life skills. As a result, it is difficult for them not on-

ly to build a successful career or educate their children, but to even read the instructions of doc-

tors, understand documents, make purchases and other daily operations. It is also not necessary 

that only high-income countries can demonstrate high levels of education. At present, countries 

with lower incomes are also showing positive results, are interested in improving the quality of 

education, and are developing new strategies. This research paper describes the main aspects of 

the crisis in education, followed by a winning strategy by which countries can overcome this cri-

sis. The strategy is a movement in three directions: competent, fair and regular assessment of 

learning is an important first step; acting on this assessment while making education accessible 

to all children is the next major challenge; and, finally, the coordinated actions of all partici-

pants in the education system are important. This research paper provides vivid examples of ed-

ucation activity in countries with different income levels. 
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