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Abstract. In the article the dependence of the competitive power of the economic security up-

on the education quality is considered. The formation of the social educational order and the 

introduction of the General Compulsory Education in our country allowed to liquidate the illit-

eracy, to carry out the scientific and technical revolution, to provide the economic independence 

of the USSR. Some decades Russia took priority positions in many branches of science. But the 

crisis of the 90-th years influenced less education financing. It became the reason of material 

base degradation, quality regressing of specialists training and decreasing of institutions’ intel-

lectual potential. 

The education financing increasing is the condition of the Russian`s future economic welfare. 
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National security meens the protection of 

the vital interests of society and the state, the 

ability of a nation to satisfy the needs neces-

sary for its self-preservation. This is a set of 

conditions ensuring sovereignty, protection of 

strategic interests and the full development of 

society and all citizens of a given state. 

National security has many pillars. These 

include a modernly armed forces and navy, a 

strong economy, an education system, a sta-

ble family, and national consciousness. The 

most important component of national securi-

ty is economic security. It means the socio-

economic stability of society, regardless of 

the presence and operation of external factors 

and threats. 

The main bastion of economic security is 

the education system. 

At all stages of the development of the 

state, education is not only a social institution 

for the transfer of knowledge, but also an in-

stitution that plays a decisive role in shaping 

the worldview of the young generation. That 

is why it becomes a matter of big politics. 

Education is the main indicator of the quality 

of life of society, the key to ensuring the 

country's competitiveness. In this area, the 

foundations are laid for the development of 

not only every country, but of all mankind. 

By the mid-20s of the last century, a state 

order for education was formed in our coun-

try. The government of the young state pur-

sued a policy of compulsory education, de-

spite the fact that school education after the 

civil war functioned on the verge of possible. 

In 1930, universal compulsory education 

was introduced by law. To ensure access to 

education for children from low-income fami-

lies, material assistance was provided. They 

received free textbooks, stationery, clothes, 

shoes, food. The state organized literacy ef-

forts. Training courses for the economy and 

agriculture were organized throughout the 

country. All this required an increase in pub-

lic spending on education. 

The Soviet education system was consid-

ered the best in the world. A large percentage 

of physical and mathematical disciplines, the 

organization of training on a polytechnical 

basis were an indispensable condition for the 

rapid development of science and technology, 

which allowed our country to take priority 

positions in many branches of science and in 

space exploration. 

The largest socio-economic crisis in Russia 

in the 90s of the XX century changed all 

spheres of life. For a decade, government pol-

icy in the field of education has been unsys-

tematic and inconsistent. Education funding 

was carried out on a residual basis. According 

to economists, in real terms from 1990 to 

1998, it decreased by 8 times. The salary of a 

novice teacher was reduced by 7 times, the 

salary of a professor – by 4-5 times [1]. Both 

higher and general education schools were in 

distress. 
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For that period, interregional migration of 

teachers in search of better working condi-

tions to large "expensive" cities was charac-

teristic, which worsened the situation in edu-

cation in many regions of the country. Exter-

nal migration grew at a rapid pace. Thousands 

of scientists went abroad, where they were 

given the opportunity to conduct research and 

teaching. According to the most conservative 

estimates of Western economists, the emigra-

tion of our specialists and scientists in the 

1990s saved Western countries at least a tril-

lion dollars that they would have spent on 

training personnel of a similar level. Even 

now, the ruble invested in the training of ex-

tra-class physicists and mathematicians in our 

country is more effective than the dollar in 

any other [2]. 

Underfunding of education led to the deg-

radation of the material base, to a deteriora-

tion in the quality of training of specialists, 

and to a decrease in the intellectual potential 

of universities. 

The consequences of underfunding of the 

educational system began to appear in the late 

90s – early 2000s. During this period, the 

country experienced personnel aging of edu-

cational personnel, since graduates of peda-

gogical universities practically stopped work-

ing in their specialty. The state did not fully 

appreciate the importance and significance of 

the teaching profession for the development 

of society. From an economic point of view, 

pedagogical activity was not interesting for 

society. People did not want to work for very 

low wages, which they do not systematically 

pay. 

During this period, the number of those 

who did not receive compulsory education 

increased. If in 1989 the number of young 

people aged 15–19 years who did not com-

plete the compulsory 9th grades was 4.6%, 

then in 2002 the same indicator was 6% [3]. 

In the 2000s there is a state awareness of 

the importance of education and an increase 

in spending on it. But the crisis of 2008, and 

then 2015, again returned the residual princi-

ple of financing. 

In our country, there is an increase in ine-

quality of rights in the field of education. 

Many young people with high potential from 

low-income families, especially in the periph-

ery, cannot realize their abilities and receive 

the necessary education. Inequality is due to a 

reduction in the total number of free training 

places and a tight link between tuition fees 

and the results of the Unified State Exam. 

Obviously, with more or less the same natural 

abilities, the results of the Unified State Exam 

are always higher when it comes to children 

from families with high incomes. It is these 

families that have the opportunity to send 

children to schools with advanced programs 

or with highly qualified teaching staff, hire 

good private tutors to prepare for the single 

exam. As a result, children from high-income 

families mostly study for free, while most 

low-income families have to either pay for 

their children's education or abandon it in 

principle.  

Meanwhile, in industrialized countries, the 

opposite trend is observed - the desire to limit 

the inequality of citizens' rights in the field of 

education. So, in France and Germany, the 

proportion of students studying at the expense 

of the budget remains at the level of 85-90%. 

In the UK, where the Unified State Exam sys-

tem has long been introduced and higher edu-

cation is generally paid, 35-40% of study 

places in universities are funded from the 

budget, and people from low-income families 

have the right to occupy them. During the 

study period, the student has the right to re-

ceive a social loan, the repayment of which 

begins a few years after graduation and only 

if the salary reaches 20 thousand pounds 

(about 30 thousand dollars) per year, and for 

people from low-income families, social the 

loan is established in a larger volume. Thus, 

in many countries of the world the results of 

the Unified State Exam are linked to the right 

to receive higher education, but nowhere are 

they related to the right to receive it on a paid 

or free basis [4]. 

Foreign educational policy in this matter as 

a whole goes in line with the democratic 

trend, and Russian goes in line with the elite. 

In the west countries, the desire to give higher 

education to wide sections of the population 

is connected with the trends of modern eco-

nomic development, the transition to the in-

formation society. One of the necessary con-

ditions for the functioning of such a society is 

the predominance of specialists with higher 
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education and scientists (60-90%). Obviously, 

to achieve such indicators, it is necessary to 

give higher education not only to social 

groups forming the upper and middle classes, 

but also to a significant part of the lower 

class. It is no coincidence that Japan and a 

number of other countries raised the question 

of public higher education. Otherwise, the 

country risks forever remaining the world pe-

riphery. 

Throughout the 20th century, countries of 

the world, regardless of their socio-political 

structure, provide compulsory universal edu-

cation, at least primary education, for free, 

often fixing it in constitutions as one of the 

fundamental civil rights. 

In recent decades, the role of education has 

been constantly growing in ensuring sustaina-

ble socio-economic development of the state, 

increasing its competitiveness, strengthening 

its position in the world market and in the 

world economic community. In the modern 

world, the principles of the world economy 

are determined by such countries as the USA, 

Japan, Germany. The monopoly of these 

states in the geopolitical space depends on 

their economic level, which is directly related 

to the level of development of education. 

World experience shows that the normal 

functioning and development of the education 

system is possible when 5-7% of the gross 

domestic product is allocated to it, taking into 

account the specific conditions and traditions 

of each state [5]. 

The quality of education and the competi-

tive ability of the economy are interdepend-

ent. Without solving the problems of improv-

ing the quality of domestic education, we 

cannot count on the steady growth of the 

competitive strength of the domestic econo-

my. The rich natural raw materials and the 

favorable geographical position of the country 

are considered by economists to be an im-

portant starting capital. However, the decisive 

factor that determines the country's place in 

the future is education. It is the development 

of education that should be the foundation 

that will become the anchor of the future eco-

nomic prosperity of Russia. 

In terms of development of science, tech-

nology, and education, Russia confidently 

occupied leading positions in the world, but 

in recent years the situation has changed. The 

scientific and technical potential of the coun-

try still allows it to claim the role of world 

leader in 15-20 areas of development of 

macrotechnologies, which determine the po-

tential of developed countries [6]. For a coun-

try like Russia, which has colossal intellectu-

al, natural, and financial resources, this is 

clearly not enough. It is necessary to return to 

the leadership position. But to solve this am-

bitious task, it is necessary to ensure the rapid 

development of education. 

Education provides a reliable foundation 

for the development of science, promotes the 

development of production and creates the 

conditions for changing the structure of the 

economy, increasing the share of knowledge-

intensive industries in it. Therefore, the mod-

ern economy is called the knowledge-based 

economy [7]. 

Over the past decade, funding for educa-

tion has not increased, and less and less mon-

ey has been invested in schoolchildren. We 

are still a very educated nation – but largely 

due to the percentage of higher education 

among older generations, and among young 

people the proportion of people with higher 

education in many developed countries is al-

ready much higher. 

In order to be competitive, we must change 

the financing of education. Annoying losses 

at the Olympics are nothing compared to los-

ing in the competition in the harsh globalized 

world. The cost of education, primarily 

school, is the most reliable and effective in-

vestment in the future of the country. 

The development of the educational sys-

tem will provide opportunities for a new 

technological breakthrough and increase liv-

ing standards. Otherwise, Russia could forev-

er turn into a low-productivity economy and a 

country with a low standard of living. 
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ЭКОНОМИЧЕСКАЯ БЕЗОПАСНОСТЬ РОССИИ И КАЧЕСТВО ОБРАЗОВАНИЯ 
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ООО «Территория детства» 

(Россия, г. Москва) 

 

Аннотация. В статье рассматривается зависимость экономической безопасности 

государства от уровня образования. Формирование социального заказа на образование и 

введение всеобщего обязательного обучения в нашей стране позволили ликвидировать не-

грамотность, осуществить научно-техническую революцию, обеспечить экономическую 

независимость. 

Несколько десятилетий Россия занимала приоритетные позиции во многих отраслях 

науки. Однако кризис 90-х годов вызвал снижение финансирования образования, что при-

вело к деградации материальной базы, ухудшению качества подготовки специалистов и 

снижению интеллектуального потенциала вузов. 

Увеличение финансирования образования, повышение его уровня является условием бу-

дущего экономического процветания России. 

Ключевые слова: национальная безопасность, экономическая безопасность, образова-

ние, государственная политика, финансирование. 

  




