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Abstract. The article deals with the problem of the individualized activities in foreign lan-

guage teaching. In this aspect, an individual educational task on the example of the discussion of 

personality-oriented issues in the process of classroom work of future engineers is considered as 

appropriate solving the problem of forming communicative competence. The authours come to 

the conclusion that individualization techniques approach proves to be an effective way of devel-

oping communication skills for work in small classes in the absence of an authentic environment 

at non-language faculties of higher education institutions. 
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As we have already mentioned in the pre-

vious works, the contemporary educational 

standard implies the requirement that a for-

eign language can be widely applied in the 

field of both every day and professional 

communications [4, p. 82; 5, p. 5]. Among 

contributory approaches to that aim the con-

cept of individualization is one of the optimis-

tic foreign teaching techniques. There are cer-

tain basic assumptions regarding learning in 

the context of individualization. According to 

G.E. Logan’s concept, five assumptions – dif-

ferent learning styles, a variety of sources, the 

teacher as facilitator, integrated learning 

tasks, different learning goals – lead to indi-

vidualization [2, p. 65]. 

Another perspective is added by H.B. Alt-

man, who clearly talks of three basic tenets of 

individualized language teaching: a syllabus 

that meets the needs, abilities, and interests of 

each learner, personalized goals, means, and 

expectations for learners, teaching methods 

tailored to the needs of the learners. The four 

Rs of individualization offered by H.B. Alt-

man as “Reeducation, Responsibility, and 

Relevance” have a certain meaning. Reeduca-

tion means reconstructing the role of the 

teacher as facilitator and the learner as the 

active agent in the process of learning. Re-

sponsibility implies that the learner takes 

charge of his own learning. Relevance implies 

the fact that as most of the glossy and readily 

available material is devised for the non-

native learner studying English, there is need 

for materials relevant to the learners [1, p. 

28]. Z. Sarwar suggests one more R: that is 

Rapport [3, p. 203], and presents some indi-

vidualization methods of large class manage-

ment with non-native learners: voluntary 

learning, background questionnaire, grouping, 

name tags, profile cards, lending library. Such 

cas-es as radio news, self-created cloze, group 

projects are adapted for self-learning pro-

grammes as typical individualizing learning 

tasks [3, p. 206]. 

Considering the four Rs of individualiza-

tion on the example of the classroom work 

with students of construction engineering ac-

ademic programme implies the task of speak-

ing about the motives for choosing future pro-

fessional activity.  

Topic “Choosing the right profession” is 

offered to students. Before the discussion the 

following text may be offered for reading and 

translation: “It is common knowledge that it 

is very difficult for a person to choose the 

right profession. Many young people do not 

know for sure what kind of occupation they 

will choose after finishing school. There are 

many trades and professions and all of them 

are important and useful. To choose the right 

occupation one should take into account 
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many factors: his gifts, capabilities, tastes, 

turn of mind. For example, for those who 

have a practical turn of mind it is better to 

choose the profession of an engineer, or a 

worker or a technician. For those who love 

children it is better to become a teacher or a 

children’s doctor. People choose their occu-

pation in different ways. Some are ready to 

take up a profession in which they can help 

other people. Others prefer to follow their 

parents’ example and take up their profes-

sions. As for me I decided to become an en-

gineer. I am sure it is one of the most useful 

professions. I want to become a good special-

ist. I do my best to get good knowledge of all 

subjects. I read books and magazines with 

special information about my future profes-

sion. My parents approve of my choice”. 

Then the teacher suggests thinking of indi-

vidual reasons and finding answers to the fol-

lowing questions to each student on the base 

of the text analyzed in the group before: 1. 

Why is it difficult to choose the right profes-

sion? 2. What factors should you take into 

account while choosing your occupation? 3. 

What is the right way to choose your future 

profession? 4. What is important for you in 

your career: money, experience, challenges 

and opportunities? 5. What do you do to be-

come a good specialist and to succeed in life? 

6. Do you plan to choose science for your ca-

reer? Before answering the learners are of-

fered to study some useful phrases and mod-

els for practical use: I would like / want / plan 

… to become a good specialist, to start my 

own business, to learn how to drive, to earn a 

lot of money, to buy a luxurious car, to be-

come famous, to design a unique building. 

The interaction phrases are as follows: 1. 

finding things in common: me too/neither, 

that’s the same for me, so/neither do/have I; 

2. finding differences: oh, I’m the opposite, 

on the contrary. 

In our case reeducation shows itself as the 

class work is managed the way when every 

student is not a passive learner but an active 

speaker. The discussing the questions moti-

vate students’ speaking in the aspect of pre-

senting personal reasons of choosing the right 

profession. Responsibility reveals in that the 

learner takes charge of his own way of study-

ing and doing his best due to cognitive capa-

bilities. It also implies that the teacher’s re-

sponsibility to set up clearly discussion tasks 

and formulate questions can be monitored by 

learners on their own and corrected in the 

class. Relevance of the “Choosing the right 

profession” discussion is in the topic itself 

and in the appropriate difficulty level of the 

language material. As for Rapport it can be 

achieved because of considering the individu-

alized reasons of choosing the profession. 

Thus, discussion of personal-orientated ques-

tions is a good example of the individualized 

tasks that to make learners psychologically 

motivated to speaking. The solutions for indi-

vidualized activities may be variable and de-

fined by the language material of a module, 

not only in the form of “My profession” dis-

cussion, but also in learning topics “All about 

you”, “Life stories”, “My daily routine”, 

when spontaneity speaking may arouse from 

dialogues which predetermine personal inter-

ests and circumstances. The method of obser-

vation proves that for each task including in-

dividualization there is a motivated outcome 

and each task helps to develop the students’ 

communication ability in small classes in the 

absence of an authentic English language en-

vironment at non-language faculties of higher 

education institutions.  

In conclusion it should be noted that once 

we become accustomed to viewing speaking 

as the platform of individualized themes for 

interaction on the example of future engi-

neers, the classroom becomes an exiting place 

for acquiring communicative skills. In this 

aspect the individualization tasks approach 

can be viewed as a potential instrument of 

effective developing communi-cation skills 

for multi-purpose usage. 
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Аннотация. В статье рассматривается проблема индивидуализированной деятельно-

сти в обучении иностранному языку. В этом аспекте рассматривается индивидуальное 

учебное задание на примере обсуждения личностно-ориентированных вопросов в процес-

се аудиторной работы будущих инженеров как решение задачи формирования коммуни-

кативной компетенции. Авторы приходят к выводу о том, что подход с использованием 

методов индивидуализации оказывается эффективным способом развития коммуника-

тивных навыков для работы в малых группах в условиях отсутствия аутентичной среды 

на неязыковых факультетах высших учебных заведений. 
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